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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § § 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants wish to call the documents 
listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 (1 page) to the Examiner's attention for the above- 
identified patent application. Copies of the listed documents are enclosed except for United 
States Patents and United States Publications. The documents were first cited by the 
Japanese Patent Office in corresponding Japanese Application Application No. 96570/1999. 
The relevance of any foreign language documents is explained in the accompanying English 
abstracts. The relevance of Japanese document AL is also explained in the corresponding 
United States Patent Number 5,596,576 (copy enclosed). The relevance of Japanese 
document AM is also explained in the corresponding European Patent Number 0 413 490 
A2 (copy enclosed). 

Citation of the above documents shall not be construed as: 

1 . an admission that the documents are necessarily prior art with respect to the instant 
invention; 
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2. a representation that a search has been made, other than as described above; or 



3. an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to 

patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 

37 CFR 1.97(e)(1): Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. 

No fee is believed to be required. However, if a fee is required for this Information 
Disclosure Statement, the Commissioner is authorized to charge deposit account number 50- 



2257. 
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the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on March 16, 2004. 
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1762 Technology Drive, Suite 226 

San Jose, CA95110 

(408) 392-9250 x 212 (tel) 

(408) 392-9262 (fax) 

mshenker@macpherson-kwok. com 
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